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fought  as hard against  her fate  as an  outraged
woman   could.     She   had   seen   that   her   rights,
her happiness, were only a small stake in the great
game   of   European   politics.   To   her   it   seemed
but righteous that her nephew the Emperor should,
at any cost, rise in indignant wrath and avenge
the insult put upon his proud line, and upon the
Papacy whose earthly champion he was> by crush-
ing the forces that had wrought the wrong.    But
Charles was held back  by all sorts of considera-
tions arising from his political position.     Francis
was   for   ever   on the  look-out   for   a  weak  spot
in the imperial armour;   the German Protestant
princes,   although   quite   out   of   sympathy   with
Henry's matrimonial vagaries, would look askance
at   a  crusade   to  enforce  the   Pope's   executorial
decree against England;   the French and moderate
influence in the College  of Cardinals was strong,
and  Charles  could  not   afford  by  too  aggressive
an  action   against   Henry   to   drive   Francis   and
the  cardinals  into  closer  union   against   imperial
aims,  especially in the  Mediterranean and Italy,
where,   owing   to  the  vacancy   in  the   duchy   of
Milan,  they  now  mainly  centred.    So  Katharine
clamoured  in  vain  to  those  whose   sacred   duty
she thought it was to vindicate her honour and
the  faith.    Both  she,  and  her   daughter  at   her
instigation,   wrote   burning   letters   to   the   Pope
and the imperial agents, urging, beseeching, exhort-
ing the Catholic powers to activity against their
oppressor.     Henry  and  Cromwell  knew  all  this,
and  recognising  the   dire danger   that sooner or
later Katharine's prayer to a united Christendom
might launch upon England an avalanche of ruin,